Extended chest wall resection and reconstruction in the setting of lung cancer.
Reconstruction of large chest wall defects after resection remains a significant undertaking. Obtaining a negative margin is of paramount importance for long-term survival. While reconstructing the chest wall, recreating a stable chest wall with adequate functional capacity and reasonable cosmesis are always the end goals. Morbidity from these procedures is significant, and mortality continues to hover around 5%. With continued advancement in reconstructive techniques and improved perioperative management, these procedures will continue to result in improved outcomes for patients.